COMMUNICATIONS                               107
their railway systems to tie up with their overseas communica-
tions. This headlong race between the major Powers, in some
cases directly under the aegis of the Governments concerned,
in others largely as the result of private enterprise, has, in
general, conferred benefits on mankind in so far as it has
stimulated the production and distribution of all kinds of
commodities, but inasmuch as the motivating force has been
unilateral, it has resulted in the establishment of numerous
artificial barriers to circulation.
The twentieth century has surely demonstrated the suicidal
character of this international strife and, in consequence, the
overriding necessity of removing barriers to the free flow of
goods and people. The uneven distributional pattern of pro-
ductiveness in the world, the differences in level of economic
and political organization in the various States, call for greater,
not less, intercommunication, The means are available and
will increase once the setbacks arising out of the Second World
War are overcome. What is required is greater international
collaboration in order to utilize to the full the facilities which
already exist.
From this brief historical sketch of the growth of com-
munications it will be appreciated that the degree of organi-
zation, economic, political and cultural, in the internal affairs
of a State is largely dependent on the facilities for circulation
which are available. Apart from the effects of international
communications which will be discussed later, the function of
internal circulation is to bind together the parts of the State in
no uncertain manner. The validity of the geopolitical concept
of the State as an organism is open to serious criticism in many
of the deductions which its protagonists have made, but there is
greater justification for the biological analogy in so far as the
State's system of communications is comparable with the
circulatory system without which life cannot be maintained in
any organism. So commonplace are the means of circulation
in advanced States that an attempt to draw attention to their
importance may seem banal, yet the student of Political
Geography must appreciate that their establishment, main-
tenance and improvement are essential to the activity and
well-being of the State. No doubt societies could exist without